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URBAN BALD EAGLES  
 
Bald eagles (Haliaeetus 

leucocephalus) are an adaptable 

species that have become a common 

sight around the Lower Mainland in 

the last few decades. These eagles, 

which were once declining in 

population, have rebounded and 

learned to live in the urban 

environment. Commonly thought of 

as a primarily fish-eating species, our 

local eagles seem to have specialized in 

hunting birds.  Gulls , crows, ducks and 

other species are all commonly eaten by 

Vancouver eagles, as well as fish and scavenged items usually found along the seashore. 

Vancouver eagles nest in large trees in parks, backyards, parking lots and even in one industrial 

site. These often public and noisy sites have been chosen by these large predators as a home 

base for most of the year, and as nurseries to raise their chicks through the spring and summer.   

 

The Stanley Park Ecology Society (SPES) has been monitoring bald eagles nesting in Vancouver 

since 2004 in partnership with the Lower Mainland Wildlife Tree Stewardship program (WiTS). 

Standardized protocols and mapping techniques are used to track these birds throughout the 

breeding season with the help of our 

dedicated team of volunteers. The 

information we gather is shared with 

government wildlife staff, the public and the 

media through our website and regular 

printed updates. In 2009 there were 19 bald 

eagle nests monitored in Vancouver by 

SPES staff and volunteers. 

The records for the nesting pairs of eagles in 

Vancouver are dependent on the information 

we obtain from members of the public and 

A Vanier Park fledgling 
Photo: Martin Passchier 

Urban eagles are constantly harassed by crows. 
Photo: Martin Passchier 
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from the hard work of volunteers who check the nest sites regularly through the breeding season.  

A summary of results for the last 6 years is shown in table 1 below. 

 
Table 1: Bald Eagle nesting activity in the City of Vancouver (2004-2009) 
 

Bald Eagle Nests 

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Active Fledges Active Fledges Active Fledges Active Fledges Active Fledges Active Fledges 

Strathcona 
 Park yes 0 yes 1 yes 1 no   yes 0 yes 0 

Pipeline Road yes 1 yes 1 yes 1 yes 1 yes 0 yes 0 

Dining Pavilion yes 2 yes 1 yes 2 yes 0 yes 0 yes 0 

Vanier Park yes 0 yes 2 yes 2 yes 0 yes 1 yes 2 

Cathedral  trail yes 1 yes 0 yes 0 yes 0 yes 0 yes 0 

Jericho   yes 2 yes 2 yes 0 yes 0 yes 2 

Merilees Trail 1 - fir   yes 1 yes 0 nest/tree gone 

Merilees Trail 2 - snag   yes 0 no   no  

Merilees Trail 3 - fir 2   yes 1 yes 2 

Burrardview Park   yes 1 yes ? nest gone 

Pandora St.   yes 1 yes 3 yes 1 no   no  

Kerrisdale   yes 2 yes 1 yes 0 no   yes 1 

Imperial Dr. (PAC)   no   no   yes 1 yes 0 

Musqueam Creek   yes 2 yes 1 yes 2 yes 1 

Tower Beach   yes 0 yes 0 no   no  

Westbrook   yes 1 yes 0 yes 2 yes 2 

SW Marine Dr.   yes 1 yes 2 yes 1 

Southlands   no   yes 2 yes 2 

Monument   yes 1 yes 2 yes 2 

Hastings   yes 1 yes 2 yes 1 

Wall St.   yes 2 yes 3 

 
 
A YEAR IN REVIEW  
 

In 2009 the nesting success and productivity for the Vancouver eagle pairs was slightly better than 

the previous yearôs results. Of the 19 nests that were regularly monitored, 16 were active and 11 of 

these successfully produced chicks. In 2009 there was an average of 1.7 chicks produced per 

successful nest, which is the same number as the previous year but almost double the number of 

fledglings produced in 2007 (see figure 1 ).  The total number of young eagles that successfully 

fledged from nests in Vancouver went from 6 in 2007 to 17 in 2008 and 19 in 2009. This year was 

also the first time since 2006 that 3 chicks were successfully fledged from one nest (the Wall St. 

pair successfully raised this large brood).  
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VANCOUVER BALD EAGLE NESTING RESULTS 
(See the map below for specific locations) 
 
Wall St. (Port of Vancouver)   
The Wall Street nest is in an industrial 
area in the Port of Vancouver and is 
watched closely by nearby residents 
and landowners. There was a lot of 
concern over the fate of this nest this 
year because of construction activity at 
the site, but the eagles have appeared 
to have adjusted to the changes. The 
removal of the trees surrounding their 
nesting tree was compensated for by 
the installation of an artificial wooden 
structure nearby. Although the eagles 
did not use it at first, they have since 
been seen perching on the new post. It 
is thought that it could serve as a 
nesting platform in the future if their 
current nesting tree fails. The 
adaptable pair of eagles that have made this site their home have been extremely successful in 
2009 despite all of the challenges. They began incubating in mid-March and successfully hatched 
three chicks in late April. The first of the three chicks was ready to fledge in early July and the last 
one waited until the end of the month.   

Three chicks were successfully fledged from the Wall St. 
nest  this year.  
Photo: Martin Passchier 

Figure 1: Nesting success for bald eagles in Vancouver (2004-2009) 
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Merilees Trail 3 (Stanley Park)   
This pair has been nesting near Prospect 
Point in Stanley Park for many years. 
During the December 2006 wind storm their 
nest tree fell down and they quickly rebuilt 
in a large, dead tree in the middle of the 
blowdown area. In the winter of 2008 they 
built a new nest in an old growth Douglas- 
fir tree (about 100m northeast from the 
previous location) and they seem to have 
settled in to this site. In 2008 they 
successfully hatched two chicks but 
unfortunately one of the chicks died after it 
fell from the nest tree. In 2009 the pair was 
more successful as their two chicks 
survived to fledging. This pair was 
incubating by early March, the chicks 
hatched in early April, and by July 10th both 
chicks had fledged.  

 
Jericho Park 
This pair has had several challenges in the last few 
years as their nest has fallen, chicks have fledged 
prematurely and some of their chicks have died 
mysteriously. This year was no exception as the two 
chicks that were hatched in late-April were tested 
when their nest fell apart later in the season. In early 
July both chicks were seen perching in their nest 
tree with no nest remaining, while their parents 
continued to feed them daily. By the end of the 
month, both chicks had hung on to fledge 
successfully.   

 
 

 
Vanier Park   
This year the Vanier pair successfully raised two 
chicks until fledging age which was a surprise 
considering the challenges they have had in the past. 
In 2008 and 2006 they had chicks which fell 
prematurely and were taken to OWL and in 2007 
both chicks died mysteriously. In mid-March of 2009, 
the eagle pair was observed incubating and the 
chicks were hatched around April 6th. By June 30th 
both chicks had learned to fly from the nest, but they 
were observed hanging around the nest site for 
nearly a month before they finally left the area. 

 
 
 

One of the two Merilees eaglets. 
Photo: Mark White 

Feeding time at the Jericho nest. 
Photo: Martin Passchier 

The Vanier Park eaglets at feeding time. 
Photo: Martin Passchier 


